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Veteran FBI agent William Sweeney has been on the
front lines in battles against crime and, in more recent
years, against terror.
Sweeney’s career reached a milestone this autumn on
both those fronts – he was promoted to Assistant
Special Agent in Charge in the Newark, N.J., FBI office
where he will focus on violent crime, and he was part of
an investigative team honored by Attorney General Eric
Holder in October for foiling an al-Qaida plot to attack
the New York subway system.
In his spare time, Sweeney is part of cohort 1001/1002
at the Naval Postgraduate School Center for Homeland
Defense and Security.
A multi-agency team that included Sweeney was
honored with the Attorney General’s Award for
Exceptional Service during ceremonies Oct. 29 in
Washington, D.C.
Dubbed Operation High Rise, the multi-state and
international investigation discovered and disrupted a
core al-Qa’ida cell trained and deployed to conduct a
mass casualty attack against the New York subway
system. The Justice Department called the attack "the
most serious plot to attack our Nation since the events
of September 11, 2001." To date, the investigation has
resulted in charges against several individuals and a guilty plea from Najibullah Zazi.
This honor came just two weeks after Sweeney earned his most recent promotion. The new post will take on a
different aspect of crime fighting for Sweeney.
"This position works on violent crime – kidnappings, bank robberies, organized crime. This is new to me. I’m learning
new stuff," Sweeney said.
However, his background in investigating corruption and counterterrorism has laid a foundation for this new focus.
"Investigating corruption cases early on has given me a good foundation for complex criminal investigations," he
noted.
While pursuing his career ambitions, Sweeney is also fulfilling his academic aspirations as a CHDS student at the
Naval Postgraduate School. He first learned of NPS while serving in the U.S. Navy and said he has wanted to study
at the Monterey campus ever since.
Well into the 18-month master’s degree program, he said he is benefitting from class work and from fellow students.
"You get incredible perspectives from state and local classmates," he noted. "I think it makes clear that there is
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benefit to interacting with officials from other agencies. There is lot of benefit just from hanging out with folks from a
variety of state, local and federal agencies for a couple of weeks at a time. I think the program exposes you to every
critical aspect of homeland security."
A U.S. Navy veteran, Sweeney had long ago set a goal of one day studying at the NPS campus. His move into
terrorism investigations at the FBI helped make that a reality.
"It’s a great school and a great program," he said. "I have gotten more out of it than I expected. It makes you think
about things you wouldn’t think about otherwise."
Sweeney earned his bachelor’s degree from Villanova University in Philadelphia and served in the Navy until 1996.
He joined the FBI in 1998 in the FBI’s Newark, N.J., field office. His first assignment was investigating corruption in
Hudson County, N.J. In 2004, he joined the office’s al-Qaida/Sunni Extremist squad on Newark’s Joint Terrorism
Task Force, becoming that squad’s supervisor in 2005.
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